
“Who is this?” asked James. He placed the 
black and white photo before his mother. She 
picked it up and smiled gently. 

“That would be your great-grandfather,” she 
said warmly. James frowned. “He was my 
grandfather. This photo was taken as he went 
off to war in 1939,” Mum explained. 

James could see his mother’s smile when he 
looked at the man’s face. He was standing 
with a large group of 
men marching forward 
and waving towards  
the camera. 

“Can you tell me more 
about him?” James  
asked eagerly.

1.	 Which of these is a definition of eagerly? 
Tick one. 

   showing a lack of interest and 		
	      boredom 

   showing a small amount of interest 
   showing a large amount of interest  

	      and excitement
2.	 In which year did James’s  

great-grandfather go off to war? 
								                 

3.	 What do you think the author meant 
when they said James could see his 
mother’s smile when he looked at the 
man’s face? 
								                  
								                  
								                 

4.	 Write the next sentence of the story.  
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black and white photo before his mother. She 
picked it up and smiled gently. 

“That would be your great-grandfather,” she 
said warmly. James frowned. “He was my 
grandfather. This photo was taken as he went 
off to war in 1939,” Mum explained. 
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with a large group of 
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and waving towards  
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8 
16 
22

28 
35 
43 
50

58 
66 
71 
74 
77 
79

84 
87 
89 

The Photo
1.	 Which of these is a definition of eagerly? 

Tick one. 
   showing a lack of interest and 		

	      boredom 
   showing a small amount of interest 
   showing a large amount of interest  

	      and excitement

2.	 In which year did James’s  
great-grandfather go off to war? 
James’s great-grandfather went off  
to war in 1939.

3.	 What do you think the author meant when 
they said James could see his mother’s 
smile when he looked at the man’s face? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think this 
means that James’s mother has the same 
smile as his great-grandfather. I think 
James can see that they look similar.

4.	 Write the next sentence of the story.  
Pupils’ own responses, such as: His 
mother grinned and happily told him 
her favourite stories of her grandfather. 
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